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LUNCHEON ADDRESS 
by 
Edward T. Breathitt 
Governor, Conunonwealth of Kentucky 
we are closing out a record highway construction year in Kentucky --
and gearing up by letting contracts now for another banner season in 1967. 
Through October, the dollar volume of highway contracts awarded had 
reached $176,350,678. This exceeded a prediction made early in 1966 that the 
dollar volume would reach $175 million for the entire year. 
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Although the work on which contracts are being awarded during November way 
and December will not get underway until next year, the dollar volume will the 
reflect in the 1966 total. With a lot of interstate surfacing to be awarded 
during these two months, I now estimate that the dollar volume may reach 
$190 million for the year. of 
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This far exceeds the previous record year of almost $157 million in 1962 -- pro 
in fact exceeds it by 21 per cent. not 
Looking back over the past three calendar years of this administration, 
Kentucky has spent for all highway purposes more than $550 million. This Int 
three-year figure exceeds any previous four-year period in the history of our app 
state. And, lest anyone think we haven't spent it wisely, national statistics abo 
during this same three-year period have shown Kentucky to be among the nation's sig 
leading states in miles of highway improvements. for 
During 1965 -- last year -- only four states in the country built and 
improved more miles of roads than did Kentucky. By the end of August this mus 
year, the latest reporting period by the Bureau of Public Roads which supplies com 
the figures, Kentucky had risen to second in the nation in number of miles Thi 
under highway construction contracts. Texas, at that time, was first, but out 
with only about 500 miles more, Figures at that time showed Kentucky with 
2,174 miles under contract and Texas with 2,646. 
In fact, for the entire period from January 1960, through July of this 
year, Kentucky has ranked fifth among all the states in miles of improvements 
with 13,000 miles put under contract, 
Other national statistics published this fall bear out the contention 
that more new and improved roads generate more revenue with which to keep the 
program going, It is now predicted that gasoline sales in Kentucky this year 
will be . up by more than five per cent, thereby increasing Road Fund receipts 
from this revenue source. In July of this year travel on Kentucky's rural 
highways was seven per cent greater than in July of the previous year. Only 
four states in the nation showed a larger increase in rural road travel. 
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Six years ago, only nine per cent of our allotted Interstate System 
was open to traffic. Within a few weeks when we open new sections of I-75 
between Richmond and Berea and I-65 in the Bowling Green area, we will have 
47 per cent of it open some 350 miles of the 740 miles allotted to Kentucky. 
Another 150 miles or so of the Interstate are now under construction. 
This represents some 20 per cent of the allotted mileage. The remaining 30 
per cent is in the design or right of way acquisition stage and far enough 
along that Kentucky hopefully can complete its entire Interstate system by 
1972. 
During this same six-year period we have built and opened to traffic 
275 miles of toll roads and soon will have under construction another 120 
miles with the Purchase and Pennyrile Parkways and the Western Kentucky Park-
way extension. Yet another, the toll road from Henderson to Owensboro, is in 
the necessary study stages leading to a sale of bonds for its construction. 
Actually, then, since 1960 we have built and opened more than 600 miles 
of expressway-type highways -- an average of more than 100 miles per year. 
This has been p_ossible through careful administration of our state highway 
program, excellent cooperation with the Bureau of Public Roads and the top-
notch job done by the highway building industry in the state. 
Of course, all of Kentucky's efforts on highways aren't directed toward 
Interstate and toll roads. Of the total annual Highway Department budget, 
approximately one-third is spent on rural roads. During the current year, 
s about $33 million will be spent on rural roads. This figure takes on special 
's significance when compared to the $9 million it will take to match federal aid 
for Interstate construction during the same period. 
We in administrative positions of this vast road-building program feel we 
must continue to emphasize the fact that the "little" roads and "big" roads 
s complement each other, rather than serving separate and distinct functions. 
This is pointed up by the intensity with which programs for both are carried 
out. 
Without the big roads, the little roads would suffer, since programs for 
them are financed primarily by the gasoline tax and the average rural road 
doesn't have enough travel to pay the cost of maintaining it. 
Without the little roads, the big roads would be of little use to many 
Kentuckians, since these smaller roads serve as feeder routes to the larger 
roads. 
The overall picture, then, is of a unified, purposeful system of roads 
and highways with attention focused on each and every type of road. 
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